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Graffiti Management Policy 
 
 

Objectives 
The objectives of this policy are to: 
• Remove graffiti as quickly as practicable as a 

strict deterrent; 
• Reduce the incidence and visibility of graffiti; 
• Improve community perception of safety; 
• Encourage the reporting and removal of graffiti on 

private assets. 
 

Policy Statement 

The City of Albany views that it is a crime to deface 
another person’s property without their permission. 
Unless the City identifies an asset as exempt from this 
for community purpose, the City will endeavour to 
clean, remove or cover all graffiti on buildings, fences 
and structures that are within or constitute boundaries 
of all reserves under the care and control of the City, 
including but not exclusively parks, reserves, public 
access ways and road reserves. 
Scope 

This policy provides the framework through which the 
City will respond to graffiti in the Local Government 
area. 
This policy applies to all areas encompassing the 
municipality of Albany. 
Legislative and Strategic Context 

The Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 is a consolidated Act 
enabling police, public transit officers and the local 
government sector to deal with graffiti offences. 
Strategic context (Strategic Community Plan 2032): 

• Pillars: People, Place 
• Strategies:  

o 3.1 Improve community safety.  
o 8.2 Provide attractive, well maintained 

streetscapes, verges and trees.  
• Community KPI: Graffiti Control 70% 

 

Graffiti Management Context 
The City has adopted a variety of strategies to reduce 
illegal graffiti. These strategies aim to: 
• Prevent the reoccurrence of illegal graffiti through 

rapid removal, 
• Educate the community about illegal graffiti, 
• Lessen the negative financial and social impact of 

illegal graffiti, and 
• Reduce the fear of crime in the community. 

 

The  City’s  Graffiti  Management  Policy  will  be  
implemented  focusing  on  the  following 
fundamentals: 
• Regular inspections and removal of graffiti on City 

assets as soon as possible 
• Explore “graffiti  initiative’s”  to  assist  the  

community  removing  graffiti  off  private 
residences; 

• Promoting the “Goodbye Graffiti” website for the 
community to report graffiti; 

• Promote reporting of graffiti to the local police by 
the community; and 

• Provide community notice boards in key area for 
the display of community information. 

 

To assist the community reducing graffiti occurrences, 
the City will endeavour to educate the community on 
the following areas: 
• Target hardening - Making it difficult for the 

graffiti vandals to damage property by utilising 
anti-graffiti paints or climbing plants on walls and 
fences. 

 

• Rapid removal - The sooner graffiti is removed 
from property the less chance of being targeted 
again. 

 

• Reporting – Immediate report  acts  of  vandalism  
witnessed  or  any  other  relevant information 
directly to: 
o The Police on: (08) 9892 9300, or 
o Graffiti reporting form located at:  

www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au 
 

Review Position and Date 
This policy must be reviewed every three years by the 
document owner. 
 

https://www.slp.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_13777_homepage.html
http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/
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Associated Documents 

• Graffiti Removal Kit Acceptance Form 
• Register of Delegations & Authorisations 
• Form 4 – Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 – Objection 

under section 22 of the Act. 
• Form 6 – Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 - Warrant to 

Enter under section 29 of the Act. 
 
Definitions 

• Graffiti is defined as defacement by writing, 
spraying, scratching or other form of defacement 
to property without the prior consent of the 
property owner, or with the consent of the 
property owner but of an offensive, obscene or 
racist nature. This includes tags, stencils and the 
fixing of posters without property owner’s consent. 

• Defacement for the purpose of this policy means 
marking or writing on property, includes posting 
bills such as promotional posters. 

 
Attachments:  
 
• Form 4 – Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 – Objection 

under Section 22 of the Act. 
• Form 6 – Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 - Warrant to 

Enter under Section 29 of the Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



www.albany.wa.gov.au | Page 3 of 5 

Form 4 – Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 – Objection under Section 22 of the Act. 

 
Form 4 - Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 

 
[section 22] 

 

          OBJECTION UNDER SECTION 22 OF THE ACT 
 

To the (1) ................................................................................................................. 
 

I, (2) ......................................................................................................................... 
 

of (3) ........................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 

 
hereby object to the (4) ............................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
 
to (5) ........................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 

 
The grounds of my objection are as follows: 

 
(6) ............................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................ 
 
In support of my objection I attach the following: 

 
(7)  ............................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................ 
................................................................................................................................  

Dated the ................................. day of .................................. 20............ 

(8) ..................................................... Person objecting 

 
(1) name of local government 
(2) full name of person objecting 
(3) postal address of person objecting 
(4) identify decision to which objection is made 
(5) give details of decision 
(6) give details of grounds of objection 
(7) plans, specifications, letters, notices, or other documents (if appropriate) 
(8) signature of person objecting 
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Form 6 – Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 - Warrant to Enter under Section 29 of the Act 

 
Form 6 - Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 

 

[section 29] 
 

                         WARRANT TO ENTER UNDER SECTION 29 OF THE ACT 
 

 
I, (1) ......................................................................................................................... 
 
of (2) ........................................................................................................................ 
 

in  the State of Western  Australia,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  being  satisfied  that  the entry  is reasonably 
required but — 
 
(3)      (a)  entry has been refused or is opposed or prevented; 
(3)      (b)  entry cannot be obtained; or 
(3)      (c)  notice  cannot  be  given  under  section:  
(3)                 3.32  /   
        8.6(3)(b)  of  the  Act without unreasonable difficulty or without unreasonably delaying entry, 
 
 

hereby authorise (4) .................................................................(3) by its employees, together 

with (5) ...................................................................................................... 

or any police officer to enter (6) .............................................................................. 
 
for the purpose of (7) ............................................................................................... 
 
using such force as is necessary. 
 

 
Signed: ............................................ 
 
Justice of the Peace 
 

 
Dated: .............................................. 
 
(1) name of Justice of the Peace 
(2) address of Justice of the Peace 
(3) delete if not applicable 
(4) name of local government or authorised person to whom warrant is issued 
(5) name or description of any person authorised to assist in executing the warrant 
(6) address or description of land, premises, or thing to be entered 
(7) purpose for which entry may be made 
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Document Approval 

Document Development Officer(s):  Document Owner:  

Manager Community Relations (MCR) |  
Community Development Coordinator (CDC) Executive Director Community Services (EDCS) 

Document Control 

File Number  - Document 
Type: CM.STD.7 – Policy 

Document Ref:  NP22149945 

Status of Document: Council decision: Adopted & Reviewed.  

Quality Assurance: Executive Management Team, Manager Governance & Risk Management 

Distribution: Public Document 

Document Revision History 

Version Author Version Description Date 
Completed 

1.0 SCDO Author: Senior Community Development Officer (SCDO) 
Adoption Ref: OCM 17/11/2009 Report Item 15.2.4. 17/11/2009 

2.0 MGR 
Recommended by Committee and adopted by Council. 
Adoption Ref: OCM 22/11/2016 Resolution CSF281. Synergy 
Ref: NP1010909_2 

22/11/2016 

2.1 MGR Revision Ref: OCM 23/05/2017 Resolution CCCS028 
Synergy Ref: NP1010909_2.  15/06/2017 

2.2 SCDO 
Revised by Document Owner under delegation, minor 
amendment applied, based on feedback from Manager 
Ranger and Emergency Services.  

22/03/2018 

2.3 CDC 
MGR 

Revised by Document Development Officer, and minor edits 
approved by Document Owner under delegation, being:  

• Minor formatting.  
• Review period extended from 2 years to 3 years.  
• Synergy Reference updated: NP22149945.  
• Reviewed against updated Strategic Community Plan 

2032 and references updated accordingly.  
• Removed reference to Goodbye Graffiti Hotline, 

which has been discontinued.  
• Version control and Document Development Officer 

and Document Owner assigned positions updated.    

16/06/2022 
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